MANAGING

STORMWATER
When rain falls or snow melts, some
of it will be taken up by plants,
evaporated by the sun or soak into
the ground. Whatever is left becomes
stormwater. Managing this water is
very important, especially for
communities like Waynesburg.
Surfaces like parking lots, city
streets and roofs do not let water
soak into the ground. Not only do
these areas generate larger volumes
of stormwater but it moves across
these surfaces and into local streams
incredibly fast.

Disconnecting downspouts from the sewer system
is a smart decision that benefits the resident, the
community and the environment.
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To disconnect your downspouts

Unmanaged stormwater:
• Increases the risk of flooding by
causing stream levels to rise
more quickly than normal.
• Degrades water quality by
carrying pollutants, such as
oil, grease, and sediment into
our streams.

IS YOUR HOME OUT OF DATE?

For more information about downspout
disconnection, please contact either:
Waynesburg Borough
724-627-8111
www.waynesburgboro.com
Greene County’s Conservation District
724-852-5278

Many homes in Waynesburg Borough still have
their downspouts connected to the municipal
sewer system despite ordinances banning these
connections.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?
Directing downspouts into the sewer system:
• Increases sewer flows
• Increases stream and basement flooding
• Pollutes local streams

www.co.greene.pa.us/gccd

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

We can offer complete, “how-to” instructions or
individualized help in planning your disconnection
project.

Understand the role you play in stormwater
management, bring your home into compliance
and help keep our streams clean.

LET’S GET

STARTED!
Like many communities in Western
Pennsylvania, Waynesburg operates a
combined sewage system. These systems
use a single sewer network to transport
both stormwater and sanitary waste to a
central sewage treatment plant.
During storm events, large volumes of
stormwater can drive sewer flows higher
than the capacity of the plant and cause
the plant to discharge raw sewage into
local streams causing a massive
pollution event.
To ensure that this does not happen,
Waynesburg’s sewer system includes two
combined sewer overflows, or CSO, that
protect the sewage treatment plant during
and after intense storms.
When excessive amounts of stormwater
combine with sewage and threaten to
overwhelm the plant, the CSO reduces flow
by allowing some diluted liquid sewage to
overflow into local streams.
CSO’s turn a massive pollution event into a
smaller diluted event.

DISCONNECTING

DOWNSPOUTS
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Disconnecting downspouts from
the sewer system reduces CSO
discharges and results in less
pollution in our streams.
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Downspout disconnection is an
easy project but requires a little
planning. You must decide where
to direct the water once you have
disconnected your downspouts.
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The simplest way is to direct the
downspout into a grassy area
that is out the way. This allows
stormwater to soak into the soil.
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Flexible downspout extensions
allow a resident to direct their
downspout into a lawn but
still allow for easy mowing and
lawn maintenance.
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A splash block is recommended as
it breaks up the stream of water
from the downspout and reduces
mud and erosion.

WATER

RUNOFF
Disconnecting a downspout provides
opportunities to install other items that
reduce water bills, beautify their property
and reduce stormwater.
Rain barrels collect and use roof water
runoff. This is a free source of water that
can be used to water gardens, wash walls,
and other household tasks. Rain barrel use
also slows and reduces runoff to streams.

Rain gardens are specialized gardens
that are designed to allow water time to
soak into the ground and reduce runoff.
They are planted depressions that hold a
small amount of water for 24 – 48 hours.
This allows stormwater extra time to soak
into the ground but doesn’t stay wet long
enough to grow mosquitoes. Rain gardens
reduce stormwater and add beauty to
a property.

